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Words from the President:
2016 is a significant year in South Australia with 160 years of self government, 160 years
since the inception of the South Australian Society of Arts plus 150 years since the
completion of the Adelaide Town Hall and 60 years since television came to South
Australia.
In the early years management of the Society was very formal. In 1861the Governor of SA
was President. The four Vice Presidents were either a members of Parliament, Knights of the
Realm and even a Bishop. The twelve member Committee members included two Ministers
of Religion and four Doctors plus a Treasurer and Secretary; all of them male. By 1900 there
had been a slight change with the Committee comprising seven men and five single ladies
but the other positions were all filled my male members.
The changing patterns in society which have enabled more women to obtain qualifications
for senior management positions is reflected in the Society’s changes in its Council. It took
until 1974 for the first woman President to be elected – Mrs Elizabeth Manley OBE, 1974-1981. From 1981 – 2016 there have
been five female and five male Presidents. The current Council has a female President, Director, Vice President and Treasurer
plus three female members and on the male side three Vice Presidents and eight members. The Selection Committee comprises
five male, four female members (see Proud to be 160 Exhibition
Catalogue for early photograph)
The formalities and times of meetings for Council and member functions have changed. Social gatherings were held in the
evenings often with a guest speaker and exhibitions were well attended by the general public even the ones where there was an
entry fee. Sadly today the need for paid security staff plus the shortage of parking space and the high cost of available parking
means that regular evening meetings in the RSASA gallery are no longer viable. And today the viewing public has a plethora of
art societies and galleries in both the city and the suburbs vying for their attendance.
Whilst some of the above may seem dismal I think it reflects our achievement in the past 160 years. The 1861 annual report
stated that the object of the Society is “the promotion of a love of the Fine Arts in the Colony, by the encouragement of resident
or native artists, and the improvement of public taste.” As new and different media for producing art has evolved the Society has
moved with the times. Photography, digital art and DVD or videos made by members may be seen in exhibitions in our gallery.
Today visual art is everywhere; in homes, offices, public buildings and on the streets or stay at homes have a wide variety of
programmes available on television.
The next 160 years is open to many possibilities. May we continue to enjoy our part of the journey.
Rev Vikki Waller, FRSASA, BAVA, B. Min. Cer t.Min.
President 2010—2016

3

RSASA “160 AnniversaryHistory in the Making “
by Jack Condous FSASA

The Royal South Australian Royal Society of Arts (RSASA) has
made a continuous contribution to the Arts in South Australia and
Australia since Colonial times.
It is the oldest art society in Australia being established in 1856,
by the artist and teacher Charles Hill.

Abraham Abrahams Second Secretary, Date c1880s
South Australian Society of Arts.

In 1935 the Society received its Royal Charter then becoming
known as the Royal South Australian Society of Arts. This was
leading to the State’s Centenary.
In 1942 the Contemporary Art Society of SA (CASSA), formed
with members from within the RSASA; its aims were to break
away from the conventional and promote modern art.
The CASSA held all its annual exhibitions at the RSASA until it
Charles Hill First President
secured its own premises at Parkside in 1964 (It has also held a
number of its exhibitions since then in the RSASA Gallery).
South Australian Society of Art 1909. Photo 1891, by Scotto Barry
Since the 1930s well known Aboriginal Arunta water colour artists
including Albert Namatjira, the Hermannsburg potters, and the
This year the RSASA celebrates its 160th Anniversary.
Painters of the Western Desert have been presented in the RSASA
For the first decades the RSASA, was known as the
Gallery.
South Australian Society of Arts (SASA) and the Governor of the
The Society boasts a line-up of great Artists among its members
day was its President; however, in 1892 the Governors roles
including from the early 1900s, Harry P Gill and James Ashton;
changed to become the principle patrons of the Society.
fine traditional painters like Sir Hans Heysen and his daughter,
The Society held its exhibitions at the Parliament House
Nora Heysen; Arthur d'Auvergne Boxall and war artists, Sir Ivor
Legislative Council Hall, the first being there in 1857, then in 1861 Hele, Lawrence Howie, Max Ragless and Stella Bowen.
the Society went to the newly built Institute Building on North
International renown artists, Hayley Lever, Bessie Davidson,
Terrace . Exhibitions were also held in 1869 and 1870 in the
Jeffrey Smart; and Modernists, Marie Tuck, Horace
Exchange Room of the Adelaide Town Hall.
Trenerry, Jacqueline Hick, Mervyn Smith, Ruth Tuck, Geoff
The SASA outgrew the rooms in the Institute Buildings, so a speWilson, Ivor Francis, John Dowie, Francis Roy Thompson, Dorrit
cially designed exhibition and meeting area for the Society's
Black, Wladyslaw & Ludwik Dutkiewicz, Stan Ostoja-Kotkowski
needs were added in 1905-07.
and Lidia Groblicka.
The close association of the Society with the SA School of Art has
The Society’s business is carried out by Council of members.
seen a number of its Past Presidents as Heads of the School of
It is a non-profit organization with Incorporated status, obtained Art: Lawrence Howie, John Goodchild, Paul Beadle, and Max Lyle.
in 1894.
Some Presidents and senior members were also Honorary CuraThe Society from the 1890s until the 1930s was the hub of
tors or Directors of the State Gallery: Harry P Gill, Edward Davies,
applied arts in SA, reflecting the importance of the Arts and Crafts Gustave Barnes, Henri van Raalte , Leslie Wilkie, Malcolm
Movement in the United Kingdom.
Campbell, & John Bailey.
It was formally affiliated with the SA Institute of Architects, and
the SA Photographic Society (which later joined with the
Today the RSASA promotes contemporary art, with its Council,
Adelaide Camera Club, hosting annual exhibitions of photography President and Director planning and looking to the future.
until the 1950s).
The Society has a strong emphasis on the support and
The SASA hosted the lauded and progressive Federal Exhibitions, development of young and emerging artists. It offers
from which the basis of the current Australian Collection at the
Scholarships and mentoring for young as well as mature future
Art Gallery of SA was purchased, through auspices of the Elder
artists through its Members.
Bequest.
The publication Kalori a quarterly newsletter / journal and
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helps

internet bulletins inform it’s members
about programs and what other
members are doing. The RSASA also
helps other art organizations in the
community in the development of
printing their members publications.

With in the
RSASA there are sketch and outdoor painting groups, life
drawing classes, workshops, tutorials, with some exhibitions
held in regional areas, as well as a range of art publications
about current and past members.
The 160th Anniversary will see the production of much
memorabilia; there is to be twelve exhibitions for members
and non-members in the RSASA Gallery, (these include
Youthscape and Portrait exhibitions) as well as exhibitions in
the larger community. Exhibitions are planned with a major
events beginning on 30th October; plus a Mayoral Reception
on 16th November and a presentation of invited artists’
works based around the theme “Authentic Adelaide”., 4 Dec—
15 Jan 2017. Today the RSASA moves its operation about, collaborating with universities, art schools and other institutions
as much as possible.
The Society is currently working alongside the University of
South Australia for the University’s 25th birthday celebrations
of the Friends of SA School of Arts. Donated works
by members and friends of the society were auctioned to raise

funds for student scholarships of the School of Art.
In late 2016 the RSASA will publish its history of 160 years,
titled A Visual History, edited by Dr Adam Dutkiewicz, a
Past-President, art historian and former art critic.
The Royal South Australian Society of Arts as an organization
has a wonderful history which cannot be overlooked.
It has an admirable number of very talented and capable
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artists, working in a variety of media, from 2D forms such
as drawing, printmaking, photography and traditional and
contemporary art through to 3D forms of sculpture, installation, textiles, artist books, ceramic, glass and jewelry design.
It promotes artists working in specific genres, such as
portraiture, landscape, religious iconography, calligraphy,
fantasy, comic book illustration, sculpture as well as many
other forms of artistic mediums.
To sum up: The RSASA Council is willing to use as much of it’s
members talent and artistic ability in a contemporary world
to present in various locations artists’ works in different forms
of media; to challenge and educate in our community where
ever possible about the joy the business and nature of being a
creative artist.
The RSASA has its own Gallery space on the first floor of the
old Institute Building, State Library of South Australia, corner
of North Terrace and Kintore Avenue, Adelaide, SA.
It is a society “On the move” with aims which challenge us all.
160 years young…….

Bob Landt

Royal SA Society of Arts 160 Years 1856—2016
Excerpts from South Australian Society of Arts
Annual Reports

Watercolour by H P Gill, a Commemorative Panel. This has the Society founded in 1857, but information in newspapers
definitely has the Society formed in December 1856.

The Royal SA Society of Arts still r emains an ar ts
organisation for its members and the art lovers of South
Australia. Having been founded in 1856/57 it is the
longest running Arts society in Australia. So many artists
and Statuary South Australians have played roles in this
organisation over these years.

ANNUAL REPORT: The South Australian
Society of Arts – for the Year of 1861 and List of

Prizes for the October Exhibition, 1862. (Printed by J.F
Shawyer, 71 King William Street, 1862)
The Society has for its objects the promotion of a love
for the Fine Arts in the Colony, by the
encouragement of resident or native artists, and the
improvement of the public taste. For this purpose, three
Annual Exhibitions have been held, at which an
opportunity has been afforded to the public of seeing
such Works of Arts as the Colony possesses, and prizes
have been awarded to competing Artists. The
establishment to every Subscriber a chance of obtaining,
as a prize, a work of art not ordinarily procurable – thus
diffusing art objects, and insensibly, but surely educating the taste…

Governors, Judges, Lawyers, Doctors, Politicians, Art
Teachers & Artists have all made sure there was Art in the
Colony of South Australia. Many artists of renown have
hung their artworks and sold from the walls of the RSASA
Gallery, even to be purchased by the Art Gallery of SA
during Federal Exhibitions in the early days.
A Royal Charter was granted in 1935/6 by King George
V. There is so much to be proud of, to celebrate and to
make sure the RSASA is still here in another 100 years.
Reading earlier Annual Reports of the South
Australian Society of Arts, makes very interesting reading,
and we aim to bring some of this to you. There is so much
to learn, and have we really changed. I know we have, and
continue to embrace new art techniques and the diversity
of our members.

The sixth Annual Exhibition will be held in the Rooms
of the Institute in October next, when the Committee
invite the co-operation of Members and others in
assisting them to assemble pictures and other works of
art, such as shall make the forthcoming Exhibition more
interesting than any that has yet been held. The prize list
is much larger this year than ever before, and is likely to
produce a spirited and varied emulation to add to the
charms of the Exhibition; while the works of art,
consisting principally of
Porcelain Statuary, introduced from England, to
supplement Colonial contributions to the Art Union,
give a higher value to the Subscriber’s chance at the
distribution, than at any former Exhibition.

Bev Bills, OAM, FRSASA, BAVA, JP,
President 2002 – 07, Director 2010-16

Subscription – one Guinea per annum, payable in
advance, entitling the Subscriber during its currency to
the following advantages 1. To be a Member of the Institute, and
consequently entitled to attend all the Soirees and
Meetings of the Institute without further payment, and
with the liberty to introduce a lady...
11. To attend the Annual Exhibition, and all
Meetings and lectures of the Society of Arts.

James MacGeorge, Abraham Abrahams, Charles Hill, c1880s
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1861—1862
111. To study and draw from the Casts and Models of the
Society, subject to the Rules of the same.
1V. To participate in the advantages of the Annual Art
Union.
Committee of Management for the year 1861
President: His Excellency Sir R G MacDonnell,
C R, Governor in Chief
Vice Presidents: Sir J H Fisher , PLC., Lor d Bishop of Adelaide,
Hon. G F Angas, MLC, Sir Charles Cooper.
Committee: Mr J MacGeor ge, Mr W W R Whitr idge,
J H Clark, J T Turnbull, Rev F W Cox, Rev G H Farr,
Mr G Hamilton, Dr Wyatt, Dr Mayo, Dr Gosse,
Dr Phillips, Mr T W Seyers
Treasurer: Mr N V Squar ey,
Secretary: Mr J ohn Mar tin.

The long-expected casts and
other material for the use of the School of
Design having arrived, it was found that some
injury had been done to the former on the voyage; but
your Committee found an intelligent Italian, Mr
Ghiloni, who for a reasonable sum, very
cleverly repaired them, so that their usefulness as
drawing models, and their beauty as works of high
art…
The first Exhibition of the year 1861, which properly
belonged to the year preceding, was opened to the public on the 15th April, continued open till the 13th May,
and was visited during that time by 2,269 persons,
being an average of 87 each day. The sum of £85. 11s.
6d was paid for admission, and £12 19s. 6d. For catalogues, total £98 11s. There was also the large number
of 17 prizes for competition, of the united value of £64
1s, ranging from £10 10s to £2 2s respectively.
… At the opening, a lecture was given by the Lord
Bishop “On Art,” and one by the Rev F W Cox, descriptive of the sculpture in the School of
Design; and before it closed, a third, “On the Works of
Ary Scheffer,” by the Rev A R Russell. ... Accordingly
after a free Conversazione on November 12th the Exhibition was opened. It consisted of 173 works of art,
chiefly engravings and photographs and was open for
thirteen days, during which time the sum of £23 5s was
taken for admission, and £2 for catalogues, the number
of subscribers being 77. Twelve prizes were
offered for competing works, amounting in value to
£74 11s…

Report for the Year 1861: In the
last Annual Report your
Committee set out with a complaint
that they had nothing to report upon, and were in the condition of
being
required to make bricks without
straw, in as much as they had been
no Exhibition, no Art Union, and
no competition for prizes during
the year. But on this occasion they
are only troubled by an embarrass
de richesses, for there have been
two Exhibitions, one Art Union,
two competitions for prizes, and
the opening of the new School of
Design, which is not yet in full
operation under the presidency of
Mr Charles Hill. (See report below)

The School of Design was opened in September last,
Mr Hill having undertaken the management of it for
the present, and his report of the school is appended
hereto…

The Society commenced the year
on the 31st January, 1861, with a
£5 17s. 9d in hand, and a new
Secretary, Mr John Martin who
kindly undertook the replacement
of Mr Seyers, who had previously
held it, and who has added to the obligations previously
conferred on the Society by the gift of a full-length
portrait of the Lord Bishop of
Adelaide.
Image: V enus de M ilo, 130-199BCE plaster cast copy, approx. 1m.
Artist Alexandro of Antioch—RSASA Collection
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Copy of Report of the School of Design:
The School was opened on the 2nd of September,
1861, and afternoon and evening classes are held as
follows: - On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
evenings, from 7 till half past 9. On
Tuesday and Friday afternoons from half past 3 till
half past 5 o’clock. There have been
considerable variations in the numbers and
attendance at the classes; the highest number
having been 17, but during the present year the number
has been much smaller. The progress of some of the
pupils has given great pleasure, and I hope to be able
to show a satisfactory
improvement at the next Exhibition. “The terms are 7s
per month. By Charles Hill

Annual Report 1867—1868
Tenth Annual Report of the South
Australian Society of Arts with List of Members,
Prizes, & c., for the Year 1867.

Eleventh Annual Report of the South
Australian Society of Arts with List
of Members, & Prizes for the Year
1868.
Abstract of the Transactions and Progress of the
Society of Art for the year ending 30th
September, 1868.

President
His Excellency, Sir Dominick Daly, KT, Governor in Chief
Vice Presidents:
The Lord Bishop of Adelaide, His Honour R D Hanson, DJ, Sir J
H Fisher JP, G F Angas, Esq, JP,
John Hart Esq, JP
Member of the Board of Governors, SA Institute
William Everard, Esq, MP
Committee of Management
A. Abrahams, Esq, F S Crawford, Esq, C R Darton, Esq, W
Everard, Esq MP, G Hamilton, Esq, JP, Charles Hill Esq,
R. Ingleby, Esq, JP, J W Lewis, Esq, JP, Jas. MacGeorge, Esq,
L J Pelham, Esq, J. Souttar, Esq, JP, R. Schomburck, Ph.
Dr., J T Turnbull, Esq, W. Wadham Esq, H.. Wheeler, Esq, MD.
Trustees:
George Tinline, Esq, JP, Samuel Tomkinson, Esq, JP
Auditors
John Howard Clark, Esq, JP, William Kay, Esq. JP
Treasurer: J ohn Souttar , Esq, J P Hon.
Secretary Abr aham Abr ahams, Esq.
Bankers. The Bank of Adelaide
Office: Institute, Nor th Ter r ace.

1. At a special general meeting held on the 22nd
October last, the Hon.W Everard was elected a
Governor of the Institute.
2. The eleventh annual Exhibition was opened on
the 3rd December, 1867, and closed on the 2nd
January, 1868. On one of the days a free
admission the visitors numbered 1,319 persons.
The exhibits catalogued were 345.
3. The works entered for competition for the 60
prizes, (amounting to £149.2s), were …
6. HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, on his arrival in the
colony, became the Patron of the Society – this
act being the first special patronage bestowed by
him in the Australian colonies, has conferred
rank on the Society, and added to its list of members one of a Royal Family who are all proficient
in and liberal patrons on the fine arts.
9. The School of Art has been removed to the large
room over the Library, and the pupils well derive
great advantages from the better light and
increased space thereby obtained.
10. This arrangement will also permit of an
enlargement of the Museum.
12. The progress of the Society is highly
satisfactory in all its branches, as the following few
figures will evidence: - The number of subscribers
has increased from 65 to 384; the prized offered for
competition, from 1 – 60; the value of the prizes,
from £10 10s. to £149 2s.; the number of competitors, from 8 – 104; the value of the Art Union distribution, from 25 to 160 guineas, besides a presentation work to each member; the receipts from £112 to
£489 2s.
13. The arrangements for the ensuing year are being
made on a scale to meet an anticipated increase in the
number of subscribers.
14. The Committee … believe that its objects are
being attained more and more fully every year in educating the public taste, in stimulating the
artistic zeal of the colonial youth, and in
enabling numbers of the colonists not only to see but
to possess works of art of a superior
character to what they could have procured in any
other way…

15. The Committee hereby tender their thanks to the
public for the loans of works of art for the last Exhibition, and trust to be equally favoured for the ensuing Exhibition.
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1869—1900 Annual Report
1869: Annual Report:

10th item:. The only room in the building now
available for the Annual Exhibition is small and badly
lighted. This is a matter of serious moment, and should
be remedied as soon as possible. (it was in 1869 & 1870 that
exhibitions were held in the Exchange Room, Adelaide Town
Hall)
Twelfth Annual Competition: The Judges’ Report:
Last year the Judges, in sending in their Report, felt
constrained to state that there was no marked improvement
upon the previous year in the number of works sent in for
competition, or in the skill they exhibited. The judges
appointed to award the Prizes for 1868 now feel it a pleasing
duty to express themselves in very different terms; for on no
former occasion, they believe, have the works of artists in their
Colony been sent in for competition in such number, or
manifested, on the whole, such a high degree of excellence…

Scabster Bay (B), by EFCC watercolour
dated 1880s

1870: Thirteenth Annual Report of the South
Australian Society of Arts…
Objects of the Society … The fourteenth Annual
Exhibition will open at the Town Hall, on Wednesday, the
14th of December, 1870, when the Committee invite the
co-operation of members and others in assisting them to
assemble Pictures and other Works of Art, such as shall make
the forthcoming Exhibition more interesting than any that has
yet been held. …
Scabster Bay (A) by E F C C. watercolour
dated 1880s. Possibly from WK Gold
Collection Bequeathed to SASA 1895

Annual Report for 1899 – 1900
Committee – See right:
Year ending August 31st 1900
To the Subscribers – The Council have pleasure in
presenting you with a record of the past year’s work.
The roll of subscribers has increased, being 109, as
compared with 104 for the previous year. This number
comprises 21 Hon. Members, 26 Fellows, and 62
Associates. …
Several valuable additions have been made during the year to the
Library. As suggested in last year’s Report, arrangements have been
made for the better housing of the books, and for their circulation
amongst the subscribers, a large number of whom avail themselves
of the opportunity. For the storage of the Library the Council have
had erected a handsome bookcase in the Central Gallery, which has
been favourably commented upon, and gives subscribers the advantage of being able to use the books even during the currency of
Exhibitions.
The Members of your Council still maintain their interest in the
conduct of the Society’s business, as is evidenced by the attendances at the sixteen Council meetings held. An Attendance sheet is appended.
Ten ordinary general meetings of subscribers have been held, and
the programme, which has
been very diversified, is as follows:
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Annual Report 1890—1900
September 5th 1890 – “Experiences on a Trip to
Europe in Quest of Pictures,” Mr H P Gill
October 3rd “Some Thoughts on Architecture,”
Mr H A Dunn
November – Federal Exhibition
December 5th “ Models” Miss J L Wilson
February 6th, 1900 – Reunion of Subscribers and
Friends with Holiday Sketches and Notes.
March 13th (Social Meeting) – “Portugal,” Lady Brown
April 3rd – “Egypt and Italy,” Professor W H Bragg
May 1st – “Some Notes on Picture Buying,”
Mr H P Gill
June 5th – “Australian Land-scape, Mr J Keane
July – Annual Exhibition
August 7th – Social Meeting of Subscribers to the Easel
Club and Society of Arts, at which the amalgamation of
the two Societies was approved.
September 4th – “A Brief Outline Sketch of the Growth
and Development of Gothic Architecture,” Mr H A
Dunn.
The programme is completed
for the remainder of the
present year. Mr J H Chinner
will give a paper,
“Caricature,” on
Tuesday, October 2nd
Great interest has been taken
in the social gatherings held
during the year, at all of
which there have been large
attendances.
Members still evince great
interest in the monthly
competitions for sketches and
designs; the prize for the best
series of sketches during
1899 was, in December last,
awarded to Miss H. Hambidge, and for designs to Miss
A. Hambidge, the value in each instance being £2/10.

The second Federal Exhibition was opened in
November last (1899). Artistically it was on an
equal to its predecessor, but was hardly as
representative of Australasian Art. The following
Societies contributed: - The Art Society of New
South Wales, The Society of Artists, Sydney, the
Victorian Artists’ Society, the Adelaide Easel
Club, and the SA Society of Arts. The purchases
made for the National Gallery by the Board of
Governors of the Public Library, &c., comprised of
the following works:-
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“From the Sand Dunes” Oil, by J
White, Adelaide Easel Club
“The Breakaway” oil by Tom Roberts, Society
of Artists, Sydney
“Early Morning, Heidelberg”, oil by
W Withers, Victorian Artists’ Society
“By the Candle Light” watercolour, by Alice
Hambidge, SA Society of Arts.
Arrangements have been completed for holding of
the third Federal Exhibition in November next, and
it is anticipated that a larger number of Australasian
Societies will be represented.
The usual Winter Exhibition held in July -August of
this year, cannot altogether be
credited a success although some works showed an
advance in quality, the attractions of the
Exhibitions were sufficient to draw large
attendances; the lesser attendances were in part due
to adverse criticism by certain sections of the press.
The Conversazione, which was held at the opening
of the Exhibition, was, as usual, very successful, and
maintained its reputation of being one of the Society
functions of the year.
For some time past it has been felt that the amalgamation of the Adelaide Easel Club with the SA
Society of Arts was both desirable and likely to be
advantageous to the members of both Societies, consequently your council
approached the Committee of the Easel Club, and
record with pleasure the fact that their
overtures were well received. A successful
social meeting of the two Societies was held, and
the matter of amalgamation thoroughly
discussed. The outcomes of this meeting was the
election of sub-committees, representative of both
Societies, to frame a basis of union, which should be
considered binding by both Societies. You will be
asked to sanction certain alterations to the Rules so
as to permit the
representative of the late Easel Club upon the council of the Society of Arts. It is anticipated that the
result of this amalgamation will very greatly increase the membership of the Society, and there is
no doubt that the movement will give a very great
impetus to the pursuit of the true and the beautiful in
this colony.
Your Council have also had under
consideration, the affiliation of kindred
Societies, and are at present in communication upon
this subject with the SA Institute of
Architects and the SA Photographic Society.
In conclusion, your council desire to thank the Royal Society for the use of their rooms on the occasions of private views and conversaziones, and also
a large circle of well-wishers and friends who patronise the Exhibitions. W ritten by Herbert E. Powell, Hon Secretary 1899-1900

Continued: Annual Report 1900-01:
The Winter Exhibition held in July was one of the most successful yet held by the Society, this
being partly due to the amalgamation with the Easel Club. Being held during the time of the
Royal Visit, the attendances were much larger than usual. The sales also were good, and consequently your
Council are able to show a substantial profit on the
Exhibition. The Council desire to express their thanks for the loan of the portiere and other articles designed
and worked at the School of Design and Technical Arts for presentation to the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall
and York, and which lent additional interest to the Exhibition. An innovation was the private view and conversazione held in the evening, which took the place of the usual official opening, instead of being held at the
close of the Exhibition.
During the year the Photographic Society and SA Institute of Architects have become affiliated as kindred Societies, and have the advantage of using the rooms regularly for their meetings and exhibitions.
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Annual Report 1901—1902

Annual Report 1901 – 02

Eight ordinary general meetings have been held, and have
been well attended. The programme has been as follows: 1901. September – “Artistic Thoughts Suggested by a Walk
Through the Mount Lofty Ranges,” Mr J White
October – “Architecture,” Mr H A Dunn
December – “Methods in Art” (Social Meeting), Mr H P Gill
February – “A Chat About New Zealand,” Lady Brown
March – “The Dawn of Art,” Mr E Davies
April – Social Meeting
May – “Sketching,” Mr J White
June – Lantern Evening. Lantern Slides Selected by the SA
Photographic Society, and Explained by its President, Mr A
H Kingsborough.
The meetings have been very successful, and it is hoped that
the Photographic Society, who are to be heartily thanked for
their assistance at the June meeting, will undertake to give a
Lantern Evening each year. The programme to complete the
year will be – September, “Lightning Sketches;” October,
Mr Jas (James) Ashton; December, Miss Prosser and Messrs.
Williams and Howie.
The Winter Exhibition just closed was in marked contrast
with the Federal. The attendances created a record, nearly
1,800 persons having paid for admission, in addition to those
admitted on subscriber’ tickets’. This was no doubt apart
from the excellence of the Exhibition, due to the reduced
price of admission, and the Council feel justified in
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recommending that at future Exhibitions a low charge for
admission may be adopted, so that the members may
have full opportunity of displaying and much truer
appreciation of the artistic. In this exhibition was a
section devoted to applied art, and it is pleasing to record
that a fair percentage of these works found purchasers.
As mentioned in last year’s report, your Council gave the
members a chance to exhibit at the Bendigo Gold Jubilee
Exhibition, and about a score availed themselves of the
opportunity. It is a matter of regret that the sale from this
Society’s exhibit were few, but at the same time it is
pleasing to record that Mr Jas. Ashton disposed of two
important picture, which were purchased for the local Art
Gallery.
At the close of the Federal Exhibition your Council
issued invitations for a Smoke Social, with a view to
increasing the good feeling and friendliness amongst
members. The innovation was much appreciated, and
there was a very large attendance of members and
friends, who thoroughly enjoyed the evening,
notwithstanding that they were unable to indulge in the
worship; of Nicotine owing to the rules and regulations
guiding the occupancy of the rooms, which had been
overlooked by the Council, who were pleased to be able
to state, however, that they anticipated similar difficulty
in future.
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…Page 6. In connection with the Sketch and Design
Competitions, your Council instituted a new method of awarding
the Prizes, certain subjects being fixed for each month. The
competition has been keener in the Design Class than in the
Sketching. Amongst the designs invited was one for a Diploma of
Fellowship, and although none was accepted in May, it is hoped
from those submitted in October a suitable one may be selected, so
that before long every Fellow of the Society may be possessed of a
Certificate of Membership, as in the case in similar Societies.

For the Year ending 31st
August 1906

Page 7: Annual Report 1902 - 03
Owing to the success of the series of Federal Exhibitions, your
Council has arranged to continue them from year to year, and the
Board of Governors has undertaken to make purchases whenever
suitable pictures are exhibited.
Page 8: At these two Exhibitions were exhibits submitted (Federal
& Winter) by Messrs. Hans Heysen and Will Ashton. Your
Council takes this opportunity of congratulating these artists upon
their successful careers in the Old World, and upon the high
quality of the work that they are producing, and is glad to hear that
Mr Heysen is shortly to return to Adelaide.
The Council at future Exhibitions proposed to issue season tickets
at a moderate fee available throughout the Exhibitions, but not
admitting to the private views.
In December last invitations for a “Smoking Night’ to mark the
close of the Fifth Federal Exhibition, and for a conversazione at
the conclusion of the Winter Exhibition in August, were issued.
Both functions were eminently successful.
The Society’s rooms have been available for the use of the
Photographic Society and the Institute of Architects, who have
each h held their meetings there. The former also held a successful
Exhibition.
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Ashton, oil by May
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Gift to the SA Society of Arts 1946

To the Subscriber
The Council has pleasure in placing before you a record of
an important year’s works in the history of your Association.
The Society is now, it is satisfactory to chronicle, housed in
the new rooms provided by the Government, and allotted
through the Board of Governors of the Public Library,
Museum, and Art Gallery to the Society. The Society’s
additional accommodation comprises of large top lit gallery
50ft by 37ft the eastern portion of the first floor of the new
building: and the room adjoining the Society’s Library. The
large Lecture Room and the Basement Offices are obtainable
for the uses of the various affiliated societies on application
to the Board of Governors. The Council desires to place on
record its
appreciation of this magnificent accommodation provided by
the Government, which will prove of such lasting benefit to
the various Societies. The number of subscribers is 11 Hon.
Members, (J Adams, Public Library, Lady Brown, Mrs J
Dowling, W E Frazer Bank NSW, Mrs Fox, Dr A Hamilton,
Miss E Lewis, Mr C McLennon, Mr A Simpson, Mr S
Strapps, Sir E T Smith AMP Bldgs, Mr H Scott, Eagle
Chambers, Mr F Wholohan, Sir Samuel Way,), 37 Fellows,
and 111 Associates. It will be your duty at the Annual
Meeting to elect officers. The retiring third of the Vice
Presidents are Professor W H Bragg and Mr H P Gill ad of
the Council, Misses Bloxam and Fiveash and Messrs. White
and Comley, they are all eligible and offer themselves for
reselection.
The Society’s Representative on the Board of Governors,
Mr Edward Davies has devoted a great deal of his valuable
time and energy in the work of the Society, and in
accordance with the rules retires, but is eligible and offers
himself for reselection.
It was with deep regret that your Council received news of
the death of Mr David Murry who for so many years acted as
a Vice President of the Society: he took a very active interest
in art in this State, and it is gratifying to record that although
absent from South Australia during his last years, he has left
to the National Art Gallery a very valuable collection of
prints and engravings.
(it which it proposes shortly to furnish as )
13 Meetings of the Council were held and an attendance
record is appended.
The programme for the monthly meetings were at follows:
September 4th – “Anthony and Cleopatra,”
Mr F F Wholohan
October 2nd – “Decorative Art in relation to Pictures,”
Mr J White
December 4th – “Sculpture,” Mr H P Gill
February 5th – “A Trip to Kangaroo Island,” Mr L H
Howie. “On the Murray,” Miss E C Armstrong
March 5th – “Artistic Character,” Mr R Comley
April 9th – “some Notes on Italian Pictures,” Miss L H
Goode
May 7th – “Genoa,” Mr Jas Ashton
August 6th – “The Sky in relation to Art,” Mr J White
These Meeting have been well attended and the papers given
were of much interest and artistic value, several of the
meetings were of a social character.
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1906—1909
In October last a meeting was held and an “Arts
Club” was formed with the object of holding weekly meetings so
as to draw from life, and at which any example of art work to be
criticised by those present throughout the year under the management of Mr R Comley. To whom the thanks of the Society are due.
Mr Comley is desirous of enrolling as many new members as possible, the club will shortly enter upon the second year, and your
Council recommends any who have not done so to join this club.

SASA 1893, Exhibition, Albumen print, by Walter Scott
Barry.

The 9th Federal Exhibition was held in November last, and
your council regrets that its success was not great as regards
sales, the only purchase made for the Art Gallery was “Sunlight
and Shadow”, by Mr Will. Ashton, whilst a few others were
sold privately. As the success or failure of Federal Exhibitions
is entirely influenced by the number of pictures purchased for
the Art Gallery, your Council has taken means to ensure a
larger and more important exhibition by communicating with
individual Australian artists in addition to the invitations
directed to kindred societies, and hope by this means that the
exhibition will not result in a loss to the Society. The winner
exhibition was of a more than usual important character as it
signalised the opening of the new rooms, and was participated
in by the Institute of Architects and the Photographic Society,
each of which contributed in comprehensive and attractive
display of work, the display or architecture was especially
attractive, as many years had elapsed since a public display of
similar work has been made, further interest was given by the
fact that the Institute celebrated its coming of age during the
currency of the Exhibition…
Your Council desires to congratulate Miss A Hambidge and Mr
Will Ashton on having had pictures purchased by the Trustees
of Art Galleries in Sydney and Melbourne respectively. It is
also a matter of congratulation that Misses McPherson and
Davidson have returned to Adelaide after an extended course of
Study in the Old Art World, and their pictures formed a
pleasuring acquisition to the recent Exhibitions.
Annual Report: for the Year ending
August 31st 1909
… Your council hopes before long to evolve a scheme for
decorating the room and providing conveniences for exhibiting
the various works of art which from time to time have been
donated to the Society, especially the valuable piece of
sculpture which has recently presented by Mrs K
K Baird. This is a bust of
the Late J B Sheridan, Esq,
who was for many years a
well-known legal
practitioner of Adelaide. It
has been executed by
F W Pomeroy, ARA, the
well-known English
sculptor, and was
exhibited recently at the
Royal Academy. ….
Warratahs by Elizabeth Armstrong,
oil on paper
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Up to 1956—Celebrating 100 Years—125 Years 1981
1955—1956 CENTENARY YEAR
President: Fr eder ick Millwar d Gr ey
Hon Secretary: Lisette Kohlhagen—presented the
100th Annual Report
Membership was 370, having gained 42 in the last year, from
an art conscious city.
An exhibition to celebrate 100 years was held in the
RSASA Gallery 15 October—3 November 1956,
opened by Air Vice-Marshall Sir Robert George KCVO, KBE,
CB, MC
Artists included:
Charles Bannon, Gwen Barringer, Ronald Bell, Max Birrell,
Campbell, David Dallwitz, John Dowie, L Dutkieicz, W
Dutkiewicz, Cathleen Edkins, Ingrid Erns, Ivor Francis, Alf
Gant, Duncan Goldfinch, Malcolm Gray, F. Grey-Millwared,
May Grigg, Mary Harris, Isabel Haynes, Hans Heysen, L H
Howie, Betty Jew, Louis James, Clive Kelly, Paul Kelly,
Lisette Kohlhagen, Leila McNamara, Norman McLucas,
Timothy Messack, Stasys Neliubys,
Carlien parker, Margaret Preston, Max Ragless, Durham
Rayner, Douglas Roberts, Anton Riebe, Scott, Mervyn Smith,
E Spped, Margarita Stipnieks, Clive Stowards, Donald
Spooner, Francis Roy Tho9mpson, Ruth Tuch, Walter Wotzke,
R F G Young, L Zygas, E Elhay,

Elizabeth Manley in her
opening speech

commented on the many artists exhibiting in the 125th Exhibition also
exhibited in the 100th,
being
Nyorie Bungey (F)
Heather Clegg (F)
Wladyslaw Dutkiewicz (F)
June Kidman (F)
Yong Lim (A)
Nancy Muirhead (F)
Durham Rayner (F)
Joy Redman (F)
Lorna Schlank (F)
Walter Wotzke (F)
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RSASA 150—160 Years, 2006—2016—onwards

Gallery viewers, montage by Bob Landt, 2016

150 Years: The Australian Story: 1856—2006
4 June—5 July 20016 in the RSASA Gallery
The 150th Year Anniversary Art Prize with Overall prizes to $40,000.
Open to all artists, including non members, overing
Frist Prize $15,000, Section A—D $4,000, Second prizes $1,000.
The Overall winner was Richard Maurovic for
Paralympian, Suzanne Twelfree (after Frida Kahlo), acrylic on
canvas. This was an acquisitive exhibition by the RSASA.
Other exhibitions followed, SA Icons, Past Pr esidents,
Jacqueline Hick, Retrospective, Jeffrey Smart and His Contemporaries, John Dowie Retrospective, Lidia Groblicka,.
To 2016 there have also been 7 Solar Art Prizes cur ated by Pip
Fletcher, FRSASA, Life Member.
The RSASA maintains up four exhibitions each year for members
being Summer, Autumn/Fringe, Winter, Spring, as well as many
other solo and group exhibitions.
The RSASA still run the Life Drawing Sketch group which commenced in 1923, and also Friday Morning Sketch group hosted by
Coralie Armstrong. We keep artists creating.
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160 Years: Proud to be 160, 28 October—4 December
2016—Open by His Excellency, Hieu Van Le AC,
Governor of South Australia.
An exhibition showcasing works from the past, the present
and the future. Artworks from the Art Gallery of SA, of
significant artists to the history of the RSASA and the
colony of South Australia. Also works from the RSASA
Collection, and from current members wishing to participate in this historical exhibition.
The RSASA through its Youthscape Exhibitions for artists
15—26 Years, RSASA Portrait Prize, RSASA Character
of the Fleurieu Prize. We are offering more opportunities
to members and encouraging others to realise the worth of
the RSASA. Exhibitions have been staged at the Adelaide
Airport in 2015. The Society is liaising with the Art
Gallery of SA, Adelaide Show, Friends of the SA School
of Art. Striving forward, undertaking new projects. The
RSSASA Summer School is being held in January each
year with a amazing line up of tutors.
This year will also take part in a Mayoral Reception at the
Adelaide Town Hall and an exhibition
Also the launch of “A Visual History The Royal South
Australian Society of Arts 1856—2016” by Dr Adam
Dutkiewicz, well due since a history in 1931 by Mary
Overbury.

